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It is that region of the atmosphere (or
gaseous envelope) surrounding a solar
system body where there is a significant
population of (low energy) free electrons
and ions preBmnt.
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Kinctic temperatures of the exospherc of Venus rersm
local solar lime inferred from scale heights of individual
passes (point dau) and from an empirical model (solid line).
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Comparison of iheoretical ion densities (solid) with the OIMS ion density measurements.
^***onable agreement was obtained except for the moiecuiar ions Nj" and mass 28 (CO +N; )(ancr

Nagy el al., 1980).
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Two orbits which illustrate thepressure continuuy across the lonopause. based on PVO meastire
The magr»etic pressure outside the lonopause (light line) is in equilibnum with the plasma pressurt

(heavy line) of the underlying jonosphcrc (after hiphic etal., 1980b).
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Venus Multiion Energetics
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Fig. 2.18. Same as Fig. 2.17, except for Satum. Some principal minor species detected in the in
frared in the lower atmosphere are also indicated. (After Festou and Atreya 1982; Aireya ct al.
1984)
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PHOTO CHEMISTRY OF THE OUTER PLANETS
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