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Rishbethian Tutorials
• “Circuit Analogue”

• “Servo Model”

• “F-Layer Dynamo”



Henry Rishbeth was a Cambridge Man

• B.A. 1954

• M.A. 1958

• Ph.D. 1960

• Sc.D. 1972

Bob Knecht rides, Henry punts.Bill Wright punts, Henry rides.

Photos courtesy of Bill Wright



But…between B.A. and M.A.

• CSIRO Radiophysics Laboratory

Sydney Australia

1955 - 1957

• First papers on Galactic Radio 

Astronomy



Aeronomy of the Planets



Henry Rishbeth was a Family Man

• Wife Priscilla (“Pril”)

• Daughters Clare and Tessa

• 3 Grandchildren

String Figures by the Rishbeth Family

Left to Right: Clare, Henry, Tessa.

Photo by Pril Rishbeth, 09/24/96



An Academic Family

• Father a classicist & 

Professor of Geography 

in Southampton

• Mother an 

Anthropologist

Oswald and Kathleen Rishbeth on 

their wedding day, 1917





Native girls doing string figures on Yam Island.  

Photographed by Kathleen Haddon, 1914.
Copyright: Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology, 

ref.P.1130.ACH1

Kathleen Haddon in Australia, 14 June, 1956
Copyright: John Fairfax & Sons Ltd., Feature Services, Sydney



Give me courage for the day, for there is much to bear;

Give me the capacity to rise above despair;

Give me patience for whatever task may come to hand;

Give me strength to carry through the things that I have 

planned.

Give me understanding and a sympathetic heart;

Give me grace to struggle on and play my humble part;

May I face my trials and troubles with a cheerful face;

Help me Lord, to see Your beauty in the commonplace.

(From Methodist Book of Remembrance, Johannesburg, adapted)

A Good Life
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